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House of Representatives 
The House met at 10 a.m. and was 

called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. CUELLAR). 

f 

DESIGNATION OF SPEAKER PRO 
TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker: 

WASHINGTON, DC, 
November 20, 2019. 

I hereby appoint the Honorable HENRY 
CUELLAR to act as Speaker pro tempore on 
this day. 

NANCY PELOSI, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

f 

MORNING-HOUR DEBATE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of Janu-
ary 3, 2019, the Chair will now recog-
nize Members from lists submitted by 
the majority and minority leaders for 
morning-hour debate. 

The Chair will alternate recognition 
between the parties. All time shall be 
equally allocated between the parties, 
and in no event shall debate continue 
beyond 11:50 a.m. Each Member, other 
than the majority and minority leaders 
and the minority whip, shall be limited 
to 5 minutes. 

f 

PAST TIME TO PASS USMCA 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Montana (Mr. GIANFORTE) for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. GIANFORTE. Mr. Speaker, it is 
time. Actually, it is past time. It is 
past time for Congress to pass the 
United States-Mexico-Canada Agree-
ment. 

Today, I am pleased to join with my 
colleague and friend, Senator STEVE 
DAINES, to draw attention to the 
USMCA’s importance to Montana. 

President Trump and his trade nego-
tiators have done a great job negoti-

ating this trade deal. USMCA will se-
cure open access to markets in Mexico 
and Canada, markets critical to Mon-
tana farmers, ranchers, manufacturers, 
and businesses. 

USMCA will bring over $68 billion in 
new economic growth. USMCA will cre-
ate 176,000 new American jobs. USMCA 
helps family farmers and ranchers, 
which is why 1,000 ag groups from 
across the country have endorsed it. 
USMCA increases agricultural exports 
by $2 billion a year. USMCA supports 
American workers. 

Speaker, USMCA is a win for Mon-
tana and America. But here we are, 355 
days, almost a full year, since Presi-
dent Trump signed USMCA, and the 
deal has gone nowhere in the House. 

So, what is the holdup? The Speaker 
has stalled since the deal was an-
nounced. She objected to it. Those ob-
jections were addressed, yet here we 
are. 

The Speaker says she is on a path to 
yes on USMCA. A path to yes, however, 
isn’t a yes. Farmers, ranchers, manu-
facturers, and business owners deserve 
certainty, not just a path to yes and 
more delays. 

Unfortunately, just yesterday, Polit-
ico reported USMCA faces another 
delay because of House leadership—an-
other delay. The House has 13 days left 
this year, 13 days to get this deal done. 
It is up to Congress to act. 

Speaker, the needless delays must 
end. The Trump administration has 
done its job and negotiated an agree-
ment that works for Montana and our 
country. It is time for Congress to do 
its job. 

I urge House leaders to give farmers, 
ranchers, manufacturers, and business 
owners the certainty they need. I urge 
House leaders to move forward with 
USMCA to create jobs, increase pay-
checks, and grow our economy. 

Let’s consider USMCA. Let’s vote on 
USMCA. Let’s ratify USMCA. 

WE MUST GET USMCA RIGHT 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
California (Mr. COSTA) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. COSTA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to talk about the United States-Mex-
ico-Canada trade agreement and the 
need for commonsense change to see 
that our trade policies with Mexico and 
Canada better reflect the current eco-
nomic conditions and the changes that 
have occurred since the initial act was 
put together over 25 years ago. 

The administration’s trade policies, 
though, currently with these tariff 
wars, I believe, are not only hurting 
consumers, but they are hurting our 
farmers, ranchers, and dairymen and 
-women. Let’s be clear about it: These 
are hidden taxes that consumers pay 
and that agriculture pays as well. 

The United States-Mexico-Canada 
Agreement, I think, would address 
these concerns if we get it right. 

As chairman of the Subcommittee on 
Livestock and Foreign Agriculture, 
opening new trade opportunities for ag-
riculture is one of my top priorities. 
My home State of California is the 
number one agricultural State in the 
Nation, and nearly half of our ag prod-
ucts are exported abroad, over $20 bil-
lion a year. 

I am a farmer, third generation. I un-
derstand the importance of our ability 
to trade and have a fair and level play-
ing field. 

Mexico and Canada combined is our 
largest destination for these products. 
Maintaining these markets is essential 
to ensure prosperity for our farmers 
and the viability of our ag economy. 

We have had 25 years of a mostly suc-
cessful trading relationship with Can-
ada and Mexico since signing the North 
American Free Trade Agreement in 
1994, but a lot has changed. It has also 
resulted in, let’s be frank, a loss of jobs 
that has hurt American families here, 
and we need to address that. This is an 
opportunity to deal with the flaws that 
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